WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATEHS.

FIRST SESSION OF

THE FIFTH PARLIAMENT.

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.

The First Session of the Fifth Parliament under Responsible Government was convened ,or the
despateh of business on the 28th Fuly, 1904.

Parliament was opened by His Excellency the Governor.

Legislatibe Louncil,
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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.

The Legislative Council met at 12
noon, pursuant to proclamation, which
was read by the Clerk of Parliaments,

COMMISSIONERS.

His Hxcellency’s Commissioners (His
Honour Justice Parker and His Honour
Juatice MeMillan) having entered the
Chdmber, a message was sent to the
Legislative Assembly requesting the
presence of members in the Council
Chamber.

Members of the Legislative Assembly
having arrived accordingly, Mr. Justice
Parker (senior Commissioner) read the
following stutement : —

HoNOURABLE GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLA-

TIvE COUNCIL, AND (GENTLEMEN OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,—

We have it in command from His Excellency
the Governor to inform you that, at 3 o’clock
this afternoon, the causes of Hia Excellency’s
calling this Parliament together will be
declared to you; and it being necessary that a
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly should be

first chosen, it is His Excellency’s pleasure that
you, gentlemen of the Legislative Assewmbly,
repair to the place where you are bo sit, and,
having been duly sworn by the Commissioner
appointed by His Excellency, you do elact your
Speaker, and notify the same to Hia Excellency.

The members of the Legislative Assem-
bly having retired, the Commissioners
left the Chamber, and the President
(Hon. Sir George Shenton, Kt.) took the
Chair.

NEW MEMBERS.

The following members, elected since
the prorogation, took and subseribed the
oath of allegiance as required by law,
and signed the members’ roll (—W.
Kingsmill* (Colonial Secretary), Metro-
politan-Suburban Province ; G Randell,*
Metropolitan Province; R. ¥. Sholl,
North Province; S.J. Haynes,® South-
Bast Province; H. Briggs* West
Province; E. McLarty,* South-West
Province; BR. D. McEenzie, North-East
Provinee; W. Qats, South Province; W.
Patrick, Central Province. [*Members
re-elected.)

The Clerk announced that the writ for
the election of a member for the East
Province showed that the late E. Keane
was elected.

Ter PRESIDENT stated that he had
received the certificate of death of Mr.
Keane, and a writ had been issued for
the election of a member to fill the
vacancy.
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The President left the Chair until five
minutes to 3 o’clock, when the sitting was
resumed.

ADDRESS ON OPENING OF NEW
BUILDINGS.

At 10 minutes past 3 o'clock His
Excellency the Governor entered the
Council Chamber,

Members of the Legislative Assembly,
with their Speaker-elect, also entered
the Chamber.

Tae PRESIDENT read and presented
to His Excellency the following address
(illuminated) :—

To His Excellency Admiral Sir Frederick
George Denham Bedford, Knight Grand Cross
of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath,
@overnor in and over the State of Western
Australia and its Dependencies, ate.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENQY,—

The membYers of the Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly of Western Australia
desire to express their gratification at the
opening of these new Parlinment Buildings by
your Excellenosy. The work is still far from
finished ; but we are hopeful that before your
Excellency leaves our shores it will be well
advanced towards completion, and, when com-
plete, that it may be a not unworthy symbol
of the progress made by this State since the
grant of full Parliamentary Government to its
people. We assure your Excellency of our
continued loyalty to the throne and person of
His most gracious Majesty the King, and of
our earnest determination, in making these
new Houses our futurs home, to maintain
undiminished and unsullied the noble and
historie traditions which the mother of Parlia-
monts hae handed down to her children
throughout the Empire.

On behalf of the Legislative Council,

GEORGE SuENTON, President.

On behalf of the Legislative Assembly,

M. H. Jacopy, Speaker.

Perth, Western Australia, 28th July, 1904.

HIS EXCELLENCY was pleased to
reply as follows i —

MEe. PresipeENT AND HoN. GENTLEMEN OF THE
LeaisLaTIvE CouNCIL,

Me. SPEAKER AND (GENTLEWEN OF THE LEaIs-
LATIVE ASSERMBLY,

T am proud, as the representative of the
King in this State, that my firet duty in this
new building ia to thank you on behalf of His
Majesty for your expressions of loyalty to the
throne and person of King Edward VII. I
esteem it a great privilege and honour to be
associated with so important an event as the
opening of these new buildings; and it will be
interesting to watch their progress until the
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maguificent sita they oceupy is crowned with
an edifice worthy of it, and typical of the de-
velopment of this State, I have perfect con-
fidence that the dignity of the proceedings
within these walls will be maintained at the
game high level as in the past.

THE GOVERNOR'S OPENING SFEECH.

At 315 His Excellency left the
Chamber, the members of the Assembly
also retiring. After a short interval
His Excellency re-entered the Chamber,
and the members of the Assembly having
also arrived in obedience to summons,
His Excellency was pleased to deliver the
following Speech to the members of both
Huuses :—

Mr. PrEsipENT AND HONOURABLE GEXTLE-
MEN oF THE LrarstaTive CoUNCIL,—

ME. SPEARER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGIS-
LATIVE ABSEMBLY,—

I extend to you my hearty congratulations
on the opening of these new Parliament
Buildings, and my thenks for the Address
which you have been pleased to present to me.

It is my earnest hope that within this
structure the people will at all times find
Members devoted to the loyal ard unselfish
service of the State, advancing in legislative
and administrative reforms with due deliber-
ation, and fully conscious of the dmties and
responsibilities no less than the rights and
privileges of Parliament.

The yeatr just closed has witnessed a con-
tinuation of that advance to which I had the
pleasure of referring laat year, The Mining,
Apricultural, and Pastoral Industries move
steadily forward, and the constantly increasing
Is)gpﬁnéln.ﬁon testifies to thesolid progress of the

ala,

The mineral output has been most satis-
factory, while the vigorous policy of land
settlement conducted by the Government hae
contributed to an agrioultural development
which has exceeded the most sangunine antici-
pations. .

The raing which have recently fallen through-
out the State assure to both agriculturists
and pastoraliets the promise of another year
of prosperity, and have removed the anxiety
which waa felt in connection with the condition
of certain portions of our North-Wast country.

The increasing agricultural eettlement of
the State convinces my Ministers that there ie
8 need to make more fully known the great
pastoral possibilities of the more Northern
portions of the State, and to put forward deter-
mined efforts to develop its great resources,
both pastoral and mineral.

On all sides, in every one of our main indus-
ties, there has been such a general and marked
expansion of all our resources as to afford the
:]reat indication of their real permanency and
value.
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Ir. SPEAEER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE Housk
OF ABSEMBLY,—

The financial year just closed bas been one
£ no little anxiety, occasioned by the shrinkage
E receipts from the Commonwealth. With
hat exception, howaver, the revenue has been
rell maintained, and affords further indication
f the sound condition of all industries in the
tate. The resulta of the financial operations
f the year just terminated leaves us witha
arplus of £83,363 to carry forward.

Nothwithstanding the large revenue col-
scted, every effort has been made to secure
conomy as far ae consistent with efficiency.

The loan expenditure during the year has
een limited, and continued caution will be
ecessary in this connection until the con-
itione of the money market are more favour-
ble.

At the same fime my advisers desire to
mphasize the close connection between the
rogressive growth of the State and its policy
f railway and barbour construction; to
xpress the firm conviction that to afford still
reater facilities to the Mining, Agricultural,
ad Timber areas iz the most essential atep
>wards the continuous advance of those great
1dustries, and that such & policy must be
ept to the forefront for some years to come.

[r. PrEsiDENT AND HONOUERABLE GENTLEMEN
or THE LraesLaTIVE CouNcIL,—

[e. S#EAKER AND (RENTLEMEN OF THE LEGIs-

LATIVE ASSEMBLY,—

Whilst confident of the benefite which will
zerue from your labours, the firat meeting of
pew Parliament affords an opportunity of
lancing at the work done by your immediate
redecessors during the past three years,
uch a retrospect discloses that—

The Coolgardie Water Scheme, with
reticulations, has been completed at
a cost of £2,873,640, and is now yield-
ing a revenue of £85,000 above work-
ing expenses. The Fremantle Harbour
Works have been completed, and
placed under an efficient management
which returns upwards of 3 per cent,
on a total cost of about one and
a-half million pounds sterling.
Amongst the Railways comstructed
are those to Leonors, Nannine, and
Laverton; the railway mileage of the
State has been extended by a total
distance of 239 miles; and a few
months will witness the completion
of the Midland Workshops,

The Railways have been placed under
independent control, and in addition
to providing some £70,000 as a set-off
againet depreciation, bave this year
paid 4 per cent. on the total capital
cost.  Thia result is largely due to
the new system of management under
the present Commissioner.

The Agricultural Settlement has increased
feom 11,553 boldings, comprising
3,458,757 acres, to 20,400 holdings,
eomprising 4,602,670 acres; whilst
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the Wheat Crop has increased from
74,308 acres, yielding 774,653 bushels,
to 139,207 acres, yielding 1,855,460
bushels, The Pastoral Settlement
has increased by 40,000,000 acres, and
on every hand are gimilar evidences
of great agricultural and pastoral
development.

The Mineral Output hae increased in
value from £6,179,802 to £8,971,937
per annum. A larger number of men
have been employed, though the cost
of working has diminished; whilst
the yearly dividends paid have grown
from £1,098,605 to £2,024,152.

The total annuzl Tradeqof the State
has increased from £14,969,794 to
£17,004,654.

The Revenue has increased from £3,080,580
to £3,6600,018.

The population has grown from 124,000 to
237,877. This growth, however, ie not
entirely satisfactory,and my Ministers
are convinced that no question ehould
more strongly commend itself to Par-
liament than the acceptance of a
comprehonsive scheme of Immigra-
tion to attract and settle Agricunltural
Immigrants. No policy offers such
great and certain benefite if vigorously
and continuously prosecuted.

Educational Facilities have been enor-
mously extended; Technical Edueca-
tion has been firmly established ; and
Parlinment has recognised the obliga-
tion of the State to provide a Uni-
versity and a system of Secondary
Edueation. There remains, however,
much to be done, and it will be the
aim of my advisers to extend educa-
tional facilities until a school is placed
within the reach of the children of
every seftler, whether on the gold-
fields or the coast.

The Legislation and Administration of the
State have advanced in sympathy with
the growing progress of the State;
its moat valuable Acts have been
placed upon the statute book, and by
energetic and progressive adminis-
tration the powers of Glovernment
have been fearlessly used bo meet the
needs of the people.

The Loan indebtedness of the State has
been increased by £3,500,000 to com-
plete works long previously antherized,
but the net loan indebtedness per
head of population has been reduced
from £69 16s. 5d. in 1902 to £63 19s,
74. in 1904

In no similar period of three years has any
portion of the Commonwealth experienced
such striking and permanent advance in its
material prosperity and in the social and
domestic well-being of its people. My deep.
felt hope ie that the future may show neo
diminution of that proaperity and no less
sympathy for that well-being.

During the recemt General Election my
advisers placed their policy very fully and
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clearly before the electors, and there are many | express the earnest hope that, by the exercis

items in that policy to which the attention of
Parlinment should be devoted at as early a
date as practicable.

The Franchise of the electors to the Legis-
lative Council shonld be broadened, and the
Council brought more closely into touch with
the houscholders throughout the State.

The Consolidation and Amendment of the
Liquor Laws, incorporating the principle of
Local Option and State Control in relation to
new licenses, chould receive consideration.

To farther encourage the settlement of the
soil and the development of its resources a
new Land Bill is necessary, not only consoli-
dating the exiphing statutes, but containing
many valnable and liberalising amendments in
regard both to legislation and administration.

To meet the increasing demand for land by
encouraging the subdivision of large estates
capable of closer ssttlement, a measure of
Taxation upon the Unimproved Value of such
holdings, but containing liberal exemption in
favour of the genuine settler, should be passed.

The final Report of the Royal Commission
on our Foreste renders it advisable to legislate
for more effectually conserving the forest areas
of the State, at the same time establishing
greater facilities for providing local supplies.

‘While convinced that, with rare exceptions,
our settlers have treated the Aborigines with
humanity, farther powers are required to
secure an adequate control of and protection
to natives who congregate sbout townships
and pearling camps.

In view of contemplated Legislation this
Session, three Royal Commissions are now
gitting in connection with various matters
affocting the Mining Industry. The reports
of these Commissions will better enable you to
deal with the important questions which these
bodies are considering.

There is also need for legislation placing the
Civil Service on a more satisfactory basis
than at present, whilst the work of Consoli-
dating our Statutes should also be steadily
proceeded with.

My advisers are prepared to submit for
your consideration Bills dealing with these
matters, if assured that, under the existing
conditions, they enjoy your confidence.

The result of the Elections has been the
return to the Legislative Assembly of three
groups of Members, not one of which has a
majority of the House. Under such circum-
atances it is clear that the paramount duby of
Parliament i to ascertain whether there
exigta a majority of Members prepared to
support any one of these Parties, and thereby
socure that stability and firmness in Adminis-
tration which is so essential to good Govern-
ment.

You will, therefore, be invited to give
immediate attention to this main question,
and, should the result prove that my present
Ministers enjoy the confidence of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, they will be prepared to carry
out the policy indicated.

Believing that stable und settled adminis-

tration is the main desire of every Member, I |

of that common eense which has alway
characterised Bepresentative Government b
the British Dominions, you will arrive at :
decision which will ensure to the State tha
steady guidance which was never more neces
sary than at the present time.

I declare this Session of Parliament opened
and I confidently frust that, aided by divino
direction, yon will materially advance th
well-being of the State.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Pzesmewt: Copy of th
Financial Accounts for year ended June
1904.

By the Cononiar Secrerary: Fre
mantle Harbour Trust Commissioner:
half-yearly report; Report on the Fishin
Industry, 1903; Third Awnnval Retur
of Proceedings under the Industriy
Conciliation and Arbitration Act; Secon
Annual Report of Registrar of Trade
Unions. By-laws of (oldficlds Wate
Supply Admioistration. Western Unio
Railway, report on route proposed b
Mr. John Gwynneth, A.M.I.C.E., Me
bourne, Meteorological Report, 190
Railways Working Account, quarte:
ended December, 1903; also March an
June, 1904. By-laws for municipalitic
of Beverley, Bulong, Coolgardie, Ba
Fremantle, Leonora, Mount Mapne
Perth, South TPerth, Vietoria Parl
Alterations to railway classification an
rate book.

Ordered, to lie on the table.

BILL INTRODUCED, ABORIGINES.

Tag COLONIAL SECRETAR
{(Hon. W. Kingsmill) : In order to asse
the undoubted right and privilege of tk
House to initiate legislation, I mos
(without notice) for leave to introduce
Bill entitled ‘“ An Act for the better pr
tection of the aboriginal inhabitants «
Western Australia.”

Leuve given; Bill introduced and rea
a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
FIRST DAY OF DEBATE.

Hon. R. D. McEENZIE (Nortl
East) : I beg to move the adoption of t}
following Address, in reply to His Exce
lency’s Speech:—

To His Excellency Admiral Sir Froderi
George Denham Bedford, Knight Graz

Cross of the Most Honourable Order
the Bath, Governor, ete., efe., ete.



Address-in-reply :

Mav rr PLEaSE YoUR EXCELLENCY,—

‘We, tho Legislative Council of the Parlia-
ment of the State of Waestern Australia in
Parliament assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign King
Bdward VII,, and to thank Your Excellency
for the Speech you have been pleased to
address to Parliament,

It is customary, I understand, in moving
the adoption of the Address-in-reply, to
touch lightly on the subjects mentioned
in His Bxcellency’s Speech. This after-
noomn, as the time is very limited, I do not
intend to deal at any great length with
those subjects, but merely to treat them
briefly in passing. The Speech is largely
retrospective; and in view of existing
political conditions it does not prediet
much new legislation. His Excellency
observes that the general advancement of
the industries of Western Australia
mentioned in hig preceding Speech has
been maintained and contioued in the
period now under review; and I think we
way congratulate ourselves on the fact
that our main industries are in suck a
flourishing condition, and that our popu-
lation shows a satisfactory increase.
True, the population has not been
increasing by leaps and bounds; but an
inerease at the rate of about 20,000 per
annum is surely satisfactory. This State
undoubtedly needs immigration. The
patural increase of population is not
sufficient to develop our great resources;
therefore it behoves either the present
or any future Government, to make every
possible effort to secure a proper class
of immigranta for Western Australia.
Wilh this end in view, I think we may
very well follow the example of the sister
State, Victoria; for instead of having an
Agent General in London, Victoria has a
business agent there who is in touch with
the producers of the State and has a
thorough knowledge of what is required ;
this official takes very little interest in
gocial affairs; and I think the time has
arrived when probably Western Australia
can do without an Agent Geneful. No
doubt the Commonwenlth, at an early
date, will appoint a High Commissioner,
and then there will be no necessity for us
to have a figure-head to attend Gocial
functions. We want a representative in
London who thoroughly understands the
requirements of Western Australia, one
who can do a great deal of good in dis-
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tributing information as to our resources,
more particularly in connection with the
agriculteral, pastoral, and mining indus-
tries. Referring again to the question of
immigration, I would like to say we shall
have to be particular as to the class of
people we introduece into this country.
We certainly do not want the pauper
immigrant: we want a class of people who
will become producers. We want people
who will either settle on the land or
become prospectors and help the country
along. T fear the time is very far distant
when this Stute will be numbered atmongst
the great manufacturing countries of the
world ; but there is nothing to prevent
Western Australia becoming the largeat
exporting State of the Comwmonwealth of
Australia in products raized from the soil.
It seems to me that there is very little we
cannot preduce in Western Australia,
The agricultural industry has beer going
zhead by leaps and bounds, the produc-
tion of cereals being enormous, while the
fruit-growing industry has prospered
during the last few vears. Western Aus-
tralia 18 considered aun ideal country for
wine-growing, and taking everything into
consideration I believe Western Aus.
tralia, at no far distant date, will become
one of the greatest exporting countries of
our great Commonwealth. The Bpeech
gives a retrospect of the work done by
the preceding Parliament, also some
interesting figures worthy of attention.’
I do not propose to go inlo the figures
now, owing to the time this afternoon
being limited, but I would like to mention
that the last Parliament saw the com-
pletion of the great Coolgardie Water
Scheme. I cannot mention this question
for the first time in this House without
paving a tribute to Sir John Forrest,
who instigated the scheme and was in-
strumental in carrying it out., We on
the goldfields are beginning to feel the
benefit of the work, and I would like to
impress on whoever may be in power
in this country, the necessity for making
the water scheme a commercial con-
cern. In the first instance we were
told by Sir John Forrest that water
would be sopplied at 8s. 6d. per
1,000 gallong; but the price we have
been paying up fo date has been
something like 7s. per 1,000 gallons.
I am one of those who believe that when
we have a commodity like water to sell,
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it is not a good thing to fix a high price
for it. Even if we make a small loss at
the beginning, the price should be fixed
8o as to induce the people to use the
commodity extensively. 8o far this has
not been the case on the goldfields, and
in my opinion the Government should
decide upon making a substantial re-
duction in the price of the water at once.
By this means the Government will turn
what is now a slight loss into what would
be a considerable profit in the futuve.
The administration of the water scheme
at the present time is entirely in the
hands of the Minister. This was pro-
bably necessary while the work was in
the construction stage, but I do not
think it is necessary now that the work
is completed. An Act of Parlisment
was passed in 1902 which gives power to
appoint a board for the coutrol of the
water supply, and I think the time has
arrived when a board should be ap-
pointed. One of the representatives on
the board is to be an engineer, and
another a commercial or business man ;
and I think if a gentleman who ig well
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known on the goldfields, one who knows .

the requirements of the people and who
18 also a keen, shrewd, business tnan, was
appointed to the board there would be
no doubt about the success of the
scheme. The Speech mentions that
the Fremantle Harbour Works were
completed during the term of the last
Parliament, and that under the effi-
cient management which has taken place,
the works have paid 3 per cent. on
the total capital expended. This is a
matter for very great congratulation. I,
for one, did not expect to see the scheme
a paying proposition so soon. I think
great care wag taken in the appointment
of the gentlamen to manage the concern :
the results for the first year have proved
this. T believe the board is entirely
composed of constal representatives. A
large proportion of the goods brought
into the harbour is sent to the gold.
fields; therefore I think the mining and
commercial interests on the goldfields
should have a representative on the
board. I trust that at no distant date
the goldfields will secure that representa-
tion. The Speech refers to our railways,

and states that under the new system of

management the railways have not only
paid 4 per cent.on thevapital cost, but have

" like that.

i
|
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also provided £70,000 to be applied
depreciation. I am nol altogether

accord with what is stated in the Spee
in connection with the railways. I a
not one of those who believes that tl
railways are worked on a commerci
basis. I tbink rather that they a
worked as monopolies are very oft
worked. The milways are used as
second custom-house, to tax a certa
section of the communmity so as to gi
concessions to another section. I wou
like to give an instance of how I thit
this is dome. We have all hea
about the differential railway rate
how grain, flour, pollard, chaff, ar
other agricultural products are carried :
a different rate when travelling towar
Perth from that cherged when the pr
duce is being carried inland or towar:
the goldfields. The rate for chaff fro
Perth to Kalgoorlie is 34s. 3d. per to
but if the chaff were grown at Kalgoorl
and sent to Perth, the rate charged wou
be 28s. 7d. per ton. Tbe difference is §
Bd. per ton, or 20 per cent. I ask mer
bers whether they consider it fair th
there should be a differential raillway ra
It hits the goldfields in th
way : the Perth merchant can buy cha
along the Great Southern Railway li
and can have it carried to Parth at a r
duced rate; but if the Kalgoorlie me
chant buys chadf along the Great Souther
line, so long as it is carried towar
Perth the lower rate is charged, but
soon as the produce reaches Spencer
Brook and is sent towards Kalgoorlie tl
higher rate is eaforced. This 18 2 que
tion that most people living on the coa
have not considered. If the coastal peop
knew what the differentisl rate meant |
the goldfields they would be in favour (
amendment. Most of the commoditi
used on the goldfields are carried at ver
high rates. For instance, gulvanisd co
rugated iron, which is used so largely o
the goldfields for building residenti
places —it is used by every man, both poc
and rich—is carried by rail at the eno
mous rate of £5 per ton. The Cowmi
sioner of Railways will tell members ths
five toms of corrugated irom cun |
got into one truck, which weans a retur
of £25 per truck from Fremantle to th
goldficlds. A very bandsome profit :
made out of that. The rate for iro
bedsteads is nearly £7 per ton, which i
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another heavy item. Five tons can be
carried in one truck, which will bring in
a revenue of £35 for the haulage from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie. Only within
the last few weeks the Commissioner has
raised the rate for cane furniture by
gomething like 700 per cent. The Rail-
way Department bad been in the habit
of carrying chairs for 8d. from Fremantle
to Ealgoorlie, but the charge has been
raised to 5s8. 6d., which is a difference of
something like 700 per cent. The Com-
missioner will give as a reason for this
that five tons of furniture, and goods of
a delicate nature, cannot be got into one
truck ; consequently a higher rate has to
be charged to make it pay. This is not
treating the railways as a commercial
undertaking. A commercial man would
certainly not treat his customers in that
way : he would adopt a system of give
and take, which might well be done by
the Railway Commissioner. I do not
think it is the new system under which
the railways are being run that accounts
for the large earnings during the last
year, but owing to the vitality of the
country the Commissioner has been able
to charge high und exorbitant rates
to the goldfields. I now come to the
mining industry, which is referred to
in the Speech. There is no doubt that
our mining industry is holding ita own
at present. The output this year—
I am predicting a lLttle bit-—will I
think be fully eight millions sterling,
which will compare favourably with
the output for thelast year. There has
been a decided increase in the dividends
paid, which has been brought about by a
decrease in the cost of treating the ore by
more scientific means. There can be no
guestion that our mineral industry js un-
like our agricnltural industry in one re-
respect, that every ounce of gold taken out
of the ground shortens the life of & mine,
whereas agricultural country will grow a
crop, and the owner can then fallow it or
put some fertiliser in the ground so that
1t will bring forth as good a crop the
next year. We must always be on the
alert to wake fresh discoveries if we
are to keep up the ontput of gold.
For that reason I think that any Govern-
ment must encourage the prospector—the
backbone and the last resort of the
mining industry. As a necessary adjunct
to that industry, he should be retained in
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the country and should receive every
consideration ; because sooner or later his
serviees will be absolutely essential to the
industry’s prosperity. One of the best
methods of encouraging the prospector is
to give him & good water supply in the
back blocks, so that he may have a base
to start from and to fall back on; and I
shall strongly advocate not only the
sinking of wefls throughout cur mineral
districts, but the provision of dums and
any other practicable neans of conserving
water. Moreover, the prospector is greatly
asgisted. by the extension of our limes of
railway. It is pleasing to state that in
this respect the present Government have
not been unmindful of the goldfields.
The railway to Taverton and Mount
Morgans will soon be taken over by the
Government; and personally I should
like to see a farther exiension of such
goldfields railways. Another mode of
helping the prospector is to grant him a
loan on the security of his lease and
machinery, when he has located a claim
and is prepared to do & certain amount of
worl to prove it. Often when he gets down
to water-level his funds are exhausted. and
he has to abandon the claim. Again, the
prospector should have liberal labour
coanditions, and the State battery system
should be considerably extended. I am:
quite prepared to give credit to the
Government for their public battery
administration. I have here a few
figures contrasting the quantity of ore
treated by our State batteries in 1901
with that treated in 1904 till the end of
June. In 1901, 49,467 tons were treated,
and in 1901, 190,000 tons. The output
of the B:ate batteries for 1901 was
57,344078., and for 1904 226,3530zs.
The value of that output in 1901 was
£217,888, while in 1904 it reached the
enormous total of £848,619. This will
give people who have not visited the
goldfields an idea of how great a boon
our Stute batteries have heen to our
prospectors. Probably the large sum of
£848,619 would not have been won had
not the Government come to the assist-
ance of the prospector and small claim-
holder in the back blocks. The Speech
forecasts Bills to be introduced econ-
ditionally on the Government having a
sufficient majority in the Lower House.
One of the first is the Constitution Act
Amendment Bill, specially intended to
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broaden the Legislative Council franchise.
A similar Bill was, I believe, introduced
last session aund rejected by this House;
and shounld the proposed measure be
brought in, I am prepared to give it con-
siderable support. I believe the Upper
House franchise should be broadened;
that bousebolders thronghout the country
should be brought into more direct con-
tact with this Chamber. I cannot say
I am ot present in accord with the pro-
posed amendment of the liquor laws.
Few details are given; and I did not
agree with what I understood to be the
Premier's views expressed on the hustings.
Io my opinion this matter will need
serious consideration before we can pledge
ourselves to either side. I am quite in
accord with the proposal to tax large
estates with the object of bursting them
up; for I think the time has arrived
when such estates, which have been held
go long by absentees, should be split up
among people who will be prepared to
utilise themn,

Hon. C. A. Pimsse: Which are the
large estates ?

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE : Tam relying
on the authority of the Premier, who
mentioned them in his speeches. It is
rather surprising thut we are not pro-
mised any amendment of the Electoral
Act. Surely there are fow members of
either House who will not condemn the
Act in respect of postal voting. Beyond
doult the privilege of postal voting was
considerzbly abused during the receat
elections ; and I trust that some effective
armaendment will be brought in by the
Government or by seme private member.

[COUNCIL.]

. of the Address-in-reply.

T

I regrat that the Speech does not mention .

any new railways. I am one of those
who believe that our surplus revenue
should be used to assist the natural in-
dustries of the State; and one of the best
means of assisting them is by building
railways. 3Tuch money has Dbeen spent
in Weatern Australia on ornamental and
useless works; and I think the time has
arrived when these should be stopped
and the surplus revenue better employed.
I am very proud of the honour conferred
on me by asking me to move the adoption
of the Address.in-reply, more particu-
larly as I do so in these new buildings.
Certainly it will be highly gratifying to
me to referat any time to the fact that I
was the first member of Parliament to

Seconder's Speech.

make a speech in this new Council
Chamber on such a unique oceasion. I
mway say that had I been in Parliament
when the erection of these palatial build-
ings was authorised, I certainly should
not have voted for expending so large a
sum on such a project; because I believe
that in the old Houses the accommodation
was sufficient for many years to come.
As I have now taken up sufficient time,
I shall conclude by moving the adoption
(Greneral ap-
planse.)

How. W. QATS (South): It is with
great pleasure that I second the adoption
of the Address-in-reply so ably moved
by the last speaker. We see a number
of ludies here, and I understand there is
to be a function, so I will cut short my
gpeech. I do not usually make a long
speech ; and I shall now be very brief, in
view of the time that has already been
occupied and of the fact that the ladies
are waiting for a social gathering.
Anyone who compares present conditions
in Western Australia with the con-
ditions of 16 or 17 years ago must
acknowledge the progress made by this
great country. And what bas effected
that progress? That little word * gold™:
there is no getting away from that. And
I a8 a mining wan say that gold-mining
ig in 1ts infuncy. We are always justi-
fied in promoting the exploration of this
great country for the precious metals, of
which we have an almost inexhaustible
gtore. The discovery of gold was the
forerunner of this couniry’s success.
Other ovidences of wealth have followed.
The cultivation of the land—our greatest
neset-—must in future take its proper
position; and that must be achieved by
means of gold. Tt has been truly said
that every ounce of gold taken out of the
gronnd makes our gold deposits one
ounce the less. That is true; but the
gold won will help to build up this
country and to make it what it ought to
be. I much regret that in this State we
have =0 many unemployed. We all
remember the time, not so far distant,
when everyone, whatever his calling,
could get a well-paid job; and [ regret
the existing depression, which 1 fear will
becotne more serious. The only remedy
is to foster the industries we huve. Do
not centralise people. Send them into
the buck country, and let them dig as
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others dug who went out with their
water-bags to districts where there were
then no streams of water running up-
hill.” Talk about the Eastern Gold-
field to-dny! Itis a paradise compared
with what it was in the early days.
And why should not those whom I may
_call the rising generation go out and
imitate their predecessors by exploring
new country?  There is plenty of gold
in the State: let them do ag the pioneers
bave done. I must say a few words
about the Transcontinentul Railway ;
and I am sorry that little or nothing
is said of it in the Speech. I shall not
consider that 1 belong to the Comwmon-
wealth until we get the iron horse on the
track from here to the East. What
will it do for us? It will open up
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the mineral country. According to ex- -

pert evidence, good pastoral lands are
available along the route right through
to South Australia; and the iron horse
must make the journey before I shall he
satisfied that we are a federated people.
No mention is made of it in the Speech.
I should like to encourage and to back up
that old warrior now mm Vietoria, Sir
John Forrest; and [ would impress on
every Government we wmay have that we
must keep pegging away till we get
that railway. Moreover, other rail-
ways are needed, such as the Esperance
rallway. The Government have made a

survey which cost a lot of money; and I :

have been over the route surveyed from
Coolgardie to Esperance. I do not say I
shall recommend the immediate con-
struction of a railway to Esperance; but
¥ say without fear of contradiction that
a railway from Coolgardie fo Norseman
is warranted. I am sure that it can be
made a paying concern; and I say this
from a mining standpoint, in view of the
possibilities of the mines to be served.
But I shall not say much more about
that. In the end, Esperance will surely
be united by rail with our existing lines ;
and we must face the problem of how
the new line will affect the capital. I
am not ufraid of the Esperance railway.
I am in business in Perth in a pretty
large way, and I am not afraid of the
Esperance railway. I shall start a busi-
ness at ksperance if it suits me. A word
or two must be said of the James Govern-
ment, who have assisted to bring into
cxistence our present democratic con-
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ditions. Some people may not agree with
that democracy, but I must say I am
democratic. T do not belisve m class
legislation : we must not legislate for one
porticalar ¢lass. I wish to do good for
the country as a whole, to assist in ele-
vating and building up Western Aus-
tralia—governinent for the people, by the
people.  Sowe people do not agree with
me on that point: they think T am a sort
of dreamer 1n that direction. We wnust
do what we can to elevate wankind. I
have much pleasure in secondinyg the
adoption of the Address-in-reply

On motion by Hon. J. W, LaNGSFORD,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT,

The Heuse adjourned at 420 o’clock
until 430 afternoon of the next Tuesday.

Legiglatite Azsembly,
Thureday, 28th July, 1904.
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MEETING OF THE ASSEBMBLY.

The Legislative Assembly met at noon,
pursutant to proclamation by His Excel-
lency the Governor, which proclamution
was read by the Clerk (Mr. C. Lec
Steere),

MESSAGE: OPENING BY COMMIS-
SIONERS.

A message from the Cowmmissioners
appoioted by the Governor to do all
things necessary for the opening of
Parlininent. requested the attendance of
members of the Legislutive Assembly, in
the Legislative Council Chamber; and



